VIII.   ABOUT THE STARS
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From The Universe Around Us
THIS passage gives us the point of view of the modern
scientist in his search for truth. ' The more mundane
sciences 5, the writer says,' prove their worth by adding to
the amenities and pleasures of life, or by alleviating pain
or distress, but it may well be asked what reward astro-
nomy can offer*' As he tells us,' astronomy was originally
studied for mainly utilitarian reasons', but that day has
long gone and astronomers continue to unfold the wonders
of the heavens. How do these discoveries concern the
ordinary person? Astronomy puts us in our place. It
conquers the infinitely far ranges of space and shows oui
earth an unimportant speck in an inferior system of stars.
It is of the order of truth that relieves us from littleness.
WHY does the astronomer devote arduous nights, and
still more arduous days, to studying the structure,
motions and changes of bodies so remote that they can
have no conceivable influence on human life ?
In part at least the answer would seem to be that
many have begun to suspect that the astronomy of
today, like that of Galileo, may have something to say
on the enthralling question of the relation of human
life to the universe in which it is placed, and on the